→ During prenatal visits, the health care provider teaches the woman about pregnancy, monitors any medical conditions she may have, tests for health problems with the mother and baby, and refers the woman to needed services such as a support group, childbirth class, or the WIC program. -Overall, 18.4 percent of mothers reported a barrier to obtaining prenatal care.
-African American mothers (28.4%) were significantly more likely to report a barrier than white mothers (15.3%). Hispanic mothers were also more likely to report barriers to obtaining prenatal care (20.5%), compared to whites. 
What is PRAMS?
The Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS), funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is an ongoing, state-specific, population-based surveillance system of maternal behaviors and experiences before, during, and after pregnancy. Developed in 1987, PRAMS was designed to supplement vital records by providing state-specific data on maternal behaviors and experiences to be used for planning and assessing perinatal health programs. Currently conducted in 29 states and New York City, PRAMS covers 60% of U.S. births. -The most common reasons that kept mothers from getting prenatal care as early as they wanted were "I couldn't get an appointment earlier in my pregnancy" (31.3%), "I didn't know I was pregnant" (31%), and "I didn't have enough money or insurance to pay for my visits" (25%). 
NC PRAMS is a random

